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Chanting and singing, about 400 white residents demonstrated last night in front 
of a Southwest Philadelphia home into which a black couple moved Nov. 3. 

 "We want them out! We want them out!" shouted the sometimes-boisterous 
crowd milling in the 2500 block of South 61st Street, a tree-lined street of neat, 
two-story brick rowhouses.A half-dozen plainclothes officers from the police civil-
affairs unit stood watch in front of the black family's home, while several 
uniformed officers took up positions about a half-block away. No arrests were 
 reported during the demonstration, which began shortly after 7 p.m. and broke 
up about three hours later. 

As residents dispersed, they vowed to demonstrate tonight at 64th Street and 
Buist Avenue, several blocks away, where an interracial couple moved in 
Sunday. 

Members of the Southwest Task Force, established by the city in 1980 to deal 
with tensions in the racially troubled area, were on 61st Street last night. Bob 
Malone, the task force's executive director, called  it "a very sensitive situation." 

Many of the residents who gathered on the block declined to talk to reporters, 
and most of those who did talk would not give their names. Still others told 
representatives of the news media to leave. 

"This was block-busting," said one angry neighbor, who would not identify 
herself. The woman motioned toward civil-affairs officers standing in front of the 
black couple's home. "I'm going to tell you something:  You can't protect this 
house forever." 

Malone said that the house was a Veterans Administration repossession, and 
that some community residents were upset about what they felt were 
irregularities in the awarding of the repossessed house to the couple. 

Police identified the couple as Charles Williams and Marietta Bloxom. 



Reached by telephone last night, Williams, 23, said that he and his wife had paid 
$21,000 for the house and had made a $500 down payment. He said there was a 
rumor in the neighborhood that he had paid only $11,000,  while a neighbor had 
offered $14,000. 

Williams, formerly of North Philadelphia, said he is employed as a shift manager 
at a Wendy's restaurant. His wife, who is 24, is an assistant supervisor for 
Strawbridge & Clothier, Williams said. 

He said their 7-year-old daughter is staying with relatives at this time. 

"Personally, I'm not scared, but I have a family, and I have to look after them." 

Williams said he had thought that the West Philadelphia community was a 
''mixed neighborhood." 

"I didn't expect it to be anything like this," Williams said. 

The first sign of trouble appeared even before they moved in, Williams said. Two 
nights before moving day, he said, he went to the house to do some cleaning and 
found that a soda bottle had been thrown through  the front first-floor window. On 
another occasion, he said, a bottle was thrown through the rear first-floor 
window. BBs are shot at the front bedroom window "every day or every other 
day," Williams said. 

Williams said police have been guarding the house since the incidents began. 

Asked whether he thought the demonstrators wanted him to leave because he 
was black, Williams said, "That's the simple fact. That's the only reason." 

Civil-affairs officers confirmed three incidents at the 61st Street house involving 
BBs being shot at windows and bottles being thrown. 

Just before the demonstration, Malone said, several residents met with a 
Veterans Administration official at the parish hall of Our Lady of Loretto Roman 
Catholic Church, 62d Street and Grays Avenue. Police Inspector  Paul Misner 
also attended the meeting, Malone said. 

The meeting was closed to the news media. 

One of those who attended the meeting, the Rev. William R. Yeats, pastor of 
Woodland Avenue United Presbyterian Church, said several residents 
complained because the house had been sold to people from outside the 
 community after community residents had submitted bids on it. 

"What you have here is a situation where the people simply want some straight 
answers," Mr. Yeats said. 



Another complaint voiced at the meeting, Mr. Yeats said, was a report that 
Williams and his wife had purchased the house with no down payment. 

"Somebody's giving away houses to someone we don't know," Mr. Yeats said. 

Earlier in the day, community residents met with Mayor Goode, whose office 
arranged for the VA official to meet with them at the church. 

A woman in her 20s who previously lived in the 2500 block of 61st Street with her 
parents said some of the demonstrators had earlier left other areas when blacks 
moved in. 

"Once a black family moves in, their tolerence is so low because of what they 
have seen and what they fear," the woman said. "It's almost an innate fear of 
blacks." 

Neighbors on the 6400 block of Buist Street, where residents vowed to 
demonstrate tonight, said the racially mixed family moved in during the night. 

One neighbor said that the woman was white and the man was black, and that 
they had two children. 

A next-door neighbor who declined to be identified said, when asked her feelings 
about the matter, "It's been four neighborhoods I've been chased out of. I really 
don't want to move again. I've been here 13 years,  and I don't want to move 
again." 
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