
Interview With Dan Wheeler, Kingsessing Recreation Center  

Address: 50"' and Kingsessing Avenue 

Can you tell me a little about the history of Kingsessing Community 
Center? It was built as a recreation center in 1916. There is a marked 
cornerstone that dates the year of the beginning of the construction. It was 
initially the Belmont Cricket Club 

And what do you do? I am the Recreation Leader. I provide programs and 
supervision. What kinds of programs do you offer? Soccer and roadrunner 
football in the fall, basketball and tumbling floor exercises in the winter, baseball 
and track and field in the spring, and then we have three drill teams year round 
with steppers and drummers, 

What is your staff composition? We have two full-time and two part-time 
workers. A lot of our programs are volunteer run. Also a lot of other community 
agencies run programs through our Center. We are open six days a week. Mostly 
in the afternoons and evenings. We have some senior citizens. 

Do you have any services that expand beyond recreation? Recently we had 
ten new computers donated by Dell, Mircrosoft, and other private donors to teach 
computer skills. We also have a cultural arts performance group that includes 
dance, music, as well as the drill teams. 

To run those programs we have two part-timers and one after-school program 
leader. The after school program is for kids grades five to twelve from 3-6PM, 
Monday through Friday. There are about 28 kids registered and 15-20 kids who 
attend regularly. The program includes homework assistance, art, computers, the 
gym, games, and snack. 

Also with the ceramics and computer class we offer, we have more older people 
coming. The National Junior Tennis League uses our courts. We have pickleball 
and outdoor swimming in the summer. There is talk of making an indoor/outdoor 
pool because the pool is only open three months out of the year, June, July, and 
August. There is also a day camp from July to mid-August that is run by the 
recreation center. 

Is there anything that you would change about the Center? This is potentially 
a great place. The president of the Advisory Council is Tom Henry and he is very 
active. He has helped to bring in money by renting out the gym to generate 
income. 

You say that this is potentially a great place, so what would you change if 
you could? I would make us have longer hours. I would have the gym close at 
9:00 PM The building is closed from 5-7 PM except for the drill teams. Because 
the gyms are used, we don't want kids in the lobby and so we have to close down 



entirely. The kids should have more free time in the gym. There should also be a 
closer relationship with the Advisory Council and the staff We should be directly 
involved in how the money is distributed. I've worked here one year and a half 
and I have not seen any changes. 

Do you see a lot of drugs in the area? Not really, I see a lot of small 
crack/cocaine bags lying on the ground and smell marijuana, but that's about it. 

Do you have any specific problems with some of the kids who come 
here? Well, a lot of them are hyper. They are attention-seeking and have short 
attention spans. We don't have a consistent discipline policy. We may tell the 
kids that they are unwelcome for a month, but that's really all we do. We need 
more staff meetings to make the place better. 

Are the youth active in helping to run the Center? We have youth offenders 
who volunteer here rather than go to jail. We could use supervision for them and 
have them do things outdoors. Often they just sit around but are being credited 
with hours and doing nothing. 


