
Interview With Katie Cofey 

What is Southwest's and the Center's relationship with the University of the 
Sciences of Philadelphia? The relationship is actually pretty good. Most people 
have more of a problem with Penn. But, USP has bought everything around here, 
but they have not pushed the residents out. They built dorms where Breyers Ice 
Cream plant used to be. One of the few problems that we have with University of 
the Sciences was at their 200-year anniversary celebration, in 1997/98, they said 
their 20 year plan which revealed that their next big move was to add on schools, 
dorms, parking. I think that they should engage the community as well as our 
Center in a dialogue about how and where the school will be expanding. 

There was a street with fruit trees that no one was utilizing behind USP. They 
struck a deal with the councilman for the property. They posted signs to 
legitimize the sale about a meeting, but few people in the community recognized 
what they were about. The next night they had a meeting to finalize the sale and 
only a couple of people from the community came out to protest, but it was too 
late. We have a very good relationship with USP, but the community should have 
been engaged in that process. There is still some bitterness about the "paper 
street." That means that it was basically a landmark. There were no people, no 
buildings, and it was listed on the books, but no one lived there. Now we 
recommend that residents pay closer attention because they will do it again. We 
don't blame USP because they are a business. They saw an opportunity and 
they took it, but they just went about it in a bad way. They saw that no one was 
using the property on Melville Street. But it's a shame it couldn't stay a part of the 
community. 


