
Interviewee: Mrs. Lucas - Paxon Street 

Have you noticed any changes in the neighborhood? I have lived in this 
house for twenty years. While I've been here, quite a few young people have 
moved in. They are mostly people who want something for themselves. 

I know you have worked in this community, what type of work have you 
done? I worked at the Kingsessing Community Center for twenty years on the 
payroll, and ten years volunteering as a recreational leader. I came back to work 
with the kids. I helped to start a basketball league that has been very popular. 
Have there been any gangs in Southwest? There used to be the 50t Street 
gang. They used to come to the center to use the football field. Sometimes when 
the white kids would be out there, the black people would come and mess with 
them. 

Many of the gang members who are still living have a club called the 52K Club 
Now it's a dance club and they use the money to sponsor youth in sports 
activities They were bad back in the day, but now they are adults with children. 
They are different now, and have different ideas. Around 1965, they were rough, 
but we weren't afraid because they were protective, especially of older people. 
It's not the same today because children don't have the respect for anyone, 
including themselves. I haven't seen any gangs around here now, but there are 
always mischievous youths who hang out as a group, but not a gang per se. 

Have you seen any racial tension in the neighborhood? I haven't seen any 
racial tension. People pretty much stay to themselves. The majority of the 
recreation center is still black. We have activities that attract whites. They have to 
come to the center and the blacks have to go to the white centers for basketball 
and baseball. 

Are there any drug problems? There is a big drug problem. I hear that it is 
mostly pot, but I don't see it too much. But I smell it. I don't really see people walk 
around. 

Can you talk a little about the local economy? The Koreans and other Asians 
run most of the bus nesses here. I've been here for a while. Before there were 
Black businesses, but people died out and the family sold off the businesses. 
Very seldom do I deal with the neighborhood stores. I go to the supermarket 
because it is cheaper. We are learning to cope with the newcomers. We have 
only a few community resources. We have churches, the Kingsessing Center, 
and programs in schools. Sometimes the people vote, and we ve worked to fight 
against crack houses. We've done tree planting. We don't have too much 
homelessness. There are no movie theaters or other prominent businesses. 
There are more in West Philly above Market. 



How do you feel about the neighborhood today? I haven't been feeling safe 
here lately. I don't go out often. If I don't get a ride, I don't go. I am very leery 
about being out. Twenty years ago, there wasn't a fear. 


