
Interview With Nancy Cunningham, University Relations, University of the 
Sciences of Philadelphia 

Can you tell me a little about the history of USP? In 1927, USP moved from 3 
or 4 buildings in Center City to Southwest. This move was sparked by the need 
for more space due to added curriculum and a master's program. The area they 
moved to was unused. The only thing we took over was the Breyers factory, 
which doubled the size of the campus. The campus was acquired in a piecemeal 
fashion. 

How did the community feel about the expansion? The community I talked 
with was thrilled. We are a small institution. The community did not want the 
factory there. We are working on a ten-year plan for expansion and have been 
meeting with neighbors to get input from the community. The community looks at 
Penn with ill regard. They look at them as the root of all evil, but also as a savior 
that is to provide the entire community with jobs. 

Where is the campus expanding? As we develop we are expanding into the 
West Shore community, which is next to Breyers. This expansion brings the 
community and the campus together. 

Has the community shown any concern? The community's concern is 
preserving trails that people can walk through, such as the West Philadelphia 
Botanical Trail. The school will allow access to the trails so the community should 
feel free to enter the campus. The trails are not established but people like to 
walk though the area. 

What are some of the things that the University of the Sciences has 
contributed to the community? We have done a lot of things. Some of our 
initiatives include: 

Five or six faculty members who live in the community are active in service. We 
have a Partnership Program, which has adopted the Wilson School. We sponsor 
a science fair and help teachers prepare students in science. Students work 
there and the kids also come to the campus. We also have a faculty member 
who goes there one time a week. 

The Gear-Up Program, which was started by Congressman Chakah Fattah who 
represents our area, is also something that we are active in. This program is to 
motivate kids to go to college. We do a teacher training program for that. We 
donate equipment to the school. 

We allow the community to use computer facilities so that they feel open to the 
campus. 

We do a program with the elderly. It's called the Brown Bag program where they 
bring in all of the medications they are taking. The pharmacy students explain 



what each drug is used for and how they interact with each other. We host a 
citywide sports program for children ages six to fourteen. We host a cub scouts 
program. 

And we encourage our students to volunteer in the area. 

You have told me what you do for the community, what does the 
community do for you? They are our eyes and ears for our campus. They are 
the stable force. They protect the students and call us when something is going 
on. They are responsible for the safety and attractiveness of the community. We 
also have the Friends of Clark Park, which is directly across the street, who take 
care of the park. It stays spotless, and this is all from people in the community. 


