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In a surprise appearance in federal court yesterday, Mayor Goode testified that 
he declared a state of emergency in Southwest Philadelphia because he 
considered the neighborhood a "ticking time bomb" where, unless racial tensions 
were defused, street gatherings could easily escalate into violence or destruction. 

"We've seen racial tension in that neighborhood that goes back 15 to 20 years," 
Goode testified. "But we've never seen anything like this before . . . I feel that we 
have a time bomb which is ticking, and that  we have a potential to take and pull 
that fuse out and prevent it from exploding."Once it explodes, it would take a lot 
of time to put that neighborhood under control again." 

The mayor made the statements at a special weekend hearing in federal court, 
during which the American Civil Liberties Union, representing the civil rights 
group PUSH - People United to Save Humanity -  argued  that Goode's state of 
emergency order posed a violation of constitutional rights. 

The ACLU asked U.S. District Judge J. William Ditter Jr. to act quickly and grant 
a temporary restraining order against the city, thereby allowing PUSH members 
to carry out their plan for an afternoon  parade through  the troubled 
neighborhood.  Ditter declined to rule, saying he could not issue an opinion 
because neither side had given him a copy of Goode's emergency order. 

In addition, the immediate need for a ruling was rendered moot when PUSH 
called off its protest. 

Under Goode's order, groups of four or more people are prohibited from 
gathering outdoors unless they are involved in daily routines such as waiting for a 
bus or engaging in recreational or religious activities. 

Such an order, the PUSH suit contended, "drastically limits peaceful expression" 
and is "fundamentally at odds with the values and mandates of the United States 
Constitution." Stefan Presser, legal director  for the Philadelphia branch of the 
ACLU, said the order resembled actions taken during 1960s civil rights protests 
in the South, when black demonstrators were arrested not because they broke 
the law, "but because  it would engender the whites'  hostilities." 



The legal challenge will be pursued further tomorrow, when PUSH members and 
city officials intend to meet, said Ditter. 

"I share very much the mayor's concern for the safety of this community and 
perhaps even for the safety of the city," Ditter said after hearing arguments. But 
the judge stressed that the city, in its attempts  to maintain peace, must by law 
choose the "least restrictive means" available. 

"The city has not convinced me that it has chosen the least restriction of the 
rights of expression and assembly," he said. The orderly expression of views, he 
cautioned, "cannot be prohibited merely because  the views expressed may be 
so unpopular at the time that they may stir the public to anger . . . " 

Goode, making a surprise appearance shortly after 1 p.m. when the hearing 
began, testified that "if anyone marches through that neighborhood today, we will 
lose control." 

"I'm not a lawyer, but I do know that neighborhood, and I do know this city," the 
mayor said. Declaring the state of emergency, he added, "was a last resort. But it 
was the only tool I felt I had. . . . If nothing  was done, there would be potential 
damage to people, loss of life, and damage to property - a very chaotic situation 
that could go on for many days." 

Goode added that he appeared to "plead to your honor to accept the seriousness 
of this problem." 

Cross-examining the mayor, Presser suggested that racial tensions in the 
neighborhood could be controlled with greater police vigilance, rather than with 
state-of-emergency orders. 

Goode grew up in Southwest Philadelphia and went to school there. Until he 
moved to 59th Street in the Overbrook section in 1984, he had lived on 
Greenway Avenue, near 69th Street. 
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